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We are devoted to Our Lord 
 in His Sacred Heart! 
 
Southwick First Friday: 
Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Southwick, Mass.  
Friday, January 7th, 2010  for Mass at 11 AM.  
Arrive at 10:45 am please. Bring a brownbag lunch. Karen 
Ford Readings/altar servers(642-4623),  
Christine Hebert(315-9999 
 
 
Southwick First Friday: 
Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Southwick, Mass.  
Friday, February 4th, 2010  for Mass at 11 AM.  
Arrive at 10:45 am please. Bring a brownbag lunch. Karen 
Ford Readings/altar servers(642-4623),  
Christine Hebert(315-9999)  
 
 
Several from Karen Walsh: 
 
St. Joseph’s Family Dental, LLC 
Susana Aguero DDS 
258 Main St 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
413-737-3181 
(Note said: ‘She’s a sweetie’) 
 
 
Prayer intentions of Pope Benedict XVI  
for the month of JANUARY 2011 
 
 
General Intention: That the riches of creation be 
preserved, valued and made available to all, as a precious 
gifts from God to mankind. 
 
Missionary Intention: That Christians may achieve full 
unity, bearing witness of the universal fatherhood of God to 
the entire human race. 

Happy Birthday 
    
3rd Liam McManus 
7th   Daniel Walsh       
 8th Sarah Mongeau  
12th Gavin Sawabi  
15th Austin Collins 
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Bethlehem House  
 
 
A Great Alms opportunity:  
 Clothing is earned not gifted and must be logged in and 
out, so do not wrap. Used is fine if not stained. Just 
wash before bringing. Smoke Free clothing please. 
There are volunteer and fundraising opportunities. 
 Call Pam 527-2861 or Aileen Skryzniarz 536-5544 

 

St. Gerard and St. Joseph’s Corner: 
Please pray for those who are pregnant, 
adopting, fostering, selling or buying a home, 
suffering job loss, etc. JM, MR, KS 
 
Send names or initials 

Good and genuinely Catholic colleges                                          www.cardinalnewmansociety.org    

Prayer Chain: Always available!  
Pat at 788-4342 

On  Fridays: 10 AM Moms 
Bible Study.  
We do not meet the week of 
First Friday call for location: 
Patrice @ 7824093 

A Pro Life Rosary is prayed  every second 
Thursday for an end to Abortion and  for all 
babies and mothers visiting  Planned 
Parenthood that day.   
Meet at St. Michael’s Cathedral  at 10 AM to 
carpool  
to Planned Parenthood.  Return for 12:10 PM 
Mass. 
Contact Marilyn Stearns 567-6085. 
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              Western Massachusetts Catholic Homeschoolers  
                                    Statement of Purpose 
 
Our families come together in order to support each other, as obedient Roman Catholics, and to bring the Catholic way 
of life to greater fruition and brilliance in our homes. 
We have as our foundation, and the guiding principle of all our activities, fidelity to the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, especially to our pope, Benedict XVI, Vicar of Christ.  
Thus we affirm the Magisterium on contraception and other life issues as central to our mission as families. As 
emphasized in the Second Vatican Council, we parents have a most solemn obligation to educate our offspring. 
Therefore we are the primary educators of our children. As lay faithful, we are dedicated to promoting home education 
among Catholic families and to support those families who are engaged in providing their children’s primary 
education at home. 
To receive our newsletter please email nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org 
we also have a Facebook Page and a Yahoo Email loop—we are trying to move all email addresses here please! Go to 
Yahoo Groups and search New England Catholic Homeschooler. 
 

 
 
To submit an article for publication please contact Mary Brazeau 74 Pearl St. Holyoke, MA 01040 (413) 533-0045 or send to 
nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org 

 
 
Looking for 2-4 regular contributors on: 
 Faith, ProLife Work, Worcester Diocese events, Education, World Youth Day 
email nechc.wordpress.com 

Two Great Winter Farmers Markets--One at the Amherst Middles School 
(10-2:00) and one in Northampton in the basement of Thorns (open 9-2:00) 
 
AMHERST at the Middle School: What a spectacular success the first market was last week!! This week will 
feature the same great farms plus some new ones: Astarte Farm will start this week with their beautiful garlic and 
shallots. Sidehill Farm yogurt will be there--just follow your nose to the incredible aromas emanating from Turkish 
Kitchen--lunch is waiting for you and Ipek is carrying Amy and Paul's Sidehill yogurt so they can have a few weeks 
off. First Frost Provisions will have wonderful jams and jellies. Neftalie from El Jardin says he won't run out of 
bread this week! Atlas Farm, Simple Gifts Farm, Stone Soup Farm and Red Fire Farm will all have their incredible 
array of fresh produce.  
We'll be there with our famous Winter Moon Carrots, Beets, Parsnips, Psychedelic Watermelon Radishes and more! 
 
NORTHAMPTON in basement at Thornes. Lots of wonderful farms here as well. Apex Orchard--how do ya like 
them apples'. Apex will be at both markets as will a few of the other farms. My son Jesse will be there with our 
Winter Moon Roots. Atlas farm with their incredible spread of produce. El Jardin will be at both markets with bread 
hot out of the brick oven. Bug Hill's Cordials, Wild Sky will be there with Kristin's incredibly sweet spinach--I just 
saw her out in the dark getting it picked! Crickill Jams 
 
Don't miss these great opportunities to eat well and support your local growers and producers 
 
Thanks 
 
Michael Docter 
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Stories for the Homeschool Heart: Heavenly Stories of Inspiration, Hope and Joy 
Compiled and Edited by Patti Maguire Armstrong and Theresa A. Thomas 
Waterford, MI: Bezalel Books, 2010 
 
As the title suggests, “Stories for the Homeschool Heart: Heavenly Stories of Inspiration, Hope and Joy” is a 
compilation of stories by homeschoolers and friends of homeschoolers intended to bring support and 
encouragement to others traveling the homeschooling journey. Patti Maguire Armstrong and Theresa A. 
Thomas have done a commendable job putting together this treasure-trove of stories. Some of the featured 
writers include Armstrong and Thomas themselves as well as pro-life blogger and speaker Leticia Velasquez, 
Catholic Exchange editor Mary Kochan, author Nancy Carpentier Brown, creator of the Little Flower’s Girls 
Club Rachel Watkins, and author Elizabeth Foss. Divided by topic, the stories discuss things such as being 
called to homeschool (for most of us it comes as a surprise. God really had to hit me over the head with a 2 x 4 
to get me to do it), lessons learned, faith, prayers answered, and the fact that learning never ends.  
 
The section that spoke to me most was “It’s Not Always Easy.” I think sometimes homeschoolers try so hard 
to put a positive spin on homeschooling (and there are many positive things) that we hesitate to acknowledge 
all the hard days that can come along with the territory. It can be comforting to know that others struggle and 
yet manage to keep going. In particular, the section “A Word from your Father” featuring encouraging Bible 
verses is so helpful it should be taped onto every homeschoolers wall or refrigerator for a pick-me-up on tough 
days.    
 
The writers of these stories are all incredibly faith-filled people whose life journeys have led them to 
homeschooling, some for a season, some for many years. The only caveat I would offer to readers of this book 
is that the vast majority of stories are from people with large families. As a Catholic homeschooling mother of 
two, I feel it is important to acknowledge that Catholic homeschooling families can come in all shapes and 
sizes. Overall, however, “Stories for the Homeschool Heart” is a great gift to the Catholic homeschooling 
community and I thank Armstrong and Thomas for bringing it to fruition.  
 
Book review by Patrice MacArthur 
Republished with permission from Spiritual Woman at http://spiritualwomanthoughts.blogspot.com 

Important Conference Notes: 
 
1) We are trying to expand our reach and approach more Vendors. If you know a great company please have 
them email us at nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org or view our page at nechc.wordpress.com. Our thanks to 
Allison Gingras for taking on this project with friends in Boston. 
 
2) In the same vein, for many years we were unable to view Catholic materials at the secular or Christian 
homeschool conferences. Not being able to see books before purchase and spending lots of money on postage 
was a hindrance. We will be opening our Vendor floor to Orthodox Church materials. We do not know if 
these companies can accept our invitation but in the spirit of Pope Benedict XVI we want to welcome them. 
Our thanks to Carrie Lukens who is facilitating this for us. 
 
3) Prayers Please! We are dedicating this Conference to St. John the Baptist and ask you to pray for his 
intercession that we may learn to better fulfill our Baptismal call through this Conference. 
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 Movable Feasts and Holy Days of Obligation for 2011 
 
 

 Mary, Mother of God (Saturday, January 1, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation (abrogated because it falls on a Saturday) 

 Ash Wednesday (Wednesday, March 9, 2011) 

 Palm Sunday (Sunday, April 17, 2011) 

 Holy Thursday (Thursday, April 21, 2011) 

 Good Friday (Friday, April 22, 2011) 

 Holy Saturday (Saturday, April 23, 2011) 

 Easter Sunday (Sunday, April 24, 2011) 

 Divine Mercy Sunday (Sunday, May 1, 2011) 

 Ascension (Thursday, June 2, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation (transferred to Sunday, June 5, 2011 in most dioceses of the United States) 

 Pentecost Sunday (Sunday, June 12, 2011) 

 Trinity Sunday (Sunday, June 19, 2011) 

 Corpus Christi (Thursday, June 23, 2011; transferred to Sunday, June 26, 2011) 

 Assumption of Mary (Monday, August 15, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation (abrogated because it falls on a Monday) 

 All Saints Day (Tuesday, November 1, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation 

 First Sunday of Advent (Sunday, November 27, 2011) 
Complete Advent schedule 

 Immaculate Conception (Thursday, December 8, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation 

 Christmas (Sunday, December 25, 2011) 
Holy Day of Obligation 
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New England Catholic Homeschool Conference 
June 25, 2011 
St Stanislaus, Chicopee, MA 
Please register by April 5th to be considered a Volunteer! 
Costs before May 5th: 
1st Person $35, Couple $40,  
Add a grandparent for $10 (Non- homeschooling) 
Add your High School Student Volunteers for FREE  
but Parent MUST be in Attendance and responsible 
Nursing babies welcome and Free! 
  
Volunteer Registration: 
Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
               __________________________________ 
 
               __________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________ 
 
Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Web Site: _____________________________________ 
 
Nursing baby (Y/N):__________ 
 
Attending with Spouse:______________________________ 
 
            or Grandparent: __________________________ 
 
Check can be made payable to WMCH. 
Mail to: 36 Arlmont St Chicopee, MA 01013 
 
Questions? Call Mary Brazeau 413-533-0045 or Christine Hebert at 413-315-9999 
  
Coffee, beverages and Breakfast and/or evening snack will also be available for set up 
and cleanup crews. Volunteers must where identification throughout Conference. We will 
need a large crew from 6AM to 9AM helping Vendors set up quickly—no Friday set up! 
We will need people at the Registration booth, checking on Vendors, Nursing Baby 
Room, Speakers, Bathrooms, etc. We will need a large Cleanup crew from  4:30 - ? PM. 
We need our teens to provide the music and service at 6PM Mass 
 
NB- Online Registration will be available from our website as soon as our full agenda can 
be published. 
 
Answering Our Baptismal Vows! St. John the Baptist, Pray for Us! 

New England Catholic 
Homeschool Conference 
June 25, 2011 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
St. Stanislaus School 
Chicopee, MA 
Sponsored by Western Mass. Catholic 
Homeschoolers 
nechc.wordpress.com 
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Mary’s Top Ten 
 
10 ‘Greetings” 
These are techniques for helping a group get to know each other over time so they can work together well. 
 
First it’s a really good idea to have each student make a name badge or place card that reflects their personality the 
first day so everyone can be called by name. One professor—knowing we only saw each other once a week—had us 
then email a photo and he made an 8 by 10 with all our pictures so we could use each other’s names even if we 
forgot our place cards! Have students take turns being in charge of the greeting after a few weeks—give a time 
limit! They may discuss how other cultures greet each other: bows in Asian cultures vary, some cultures encourage 
eye contact but in some it is disrespectful, some cultures have the same word coming and going! ( Shalom, Aloha, 
Salaam) 
 
1. Introducing a neighbor. Give students 3 minutes to talk with 1 student and introduce that student to the class. 
 
2. 3 objects: Hand each student things (Lego’s, candies, marbles) and have them walk and say hi to 3 people. At the 
3 time they say Hi they give an object. When they have given 3 away they sit. They may have also received several 
objects. 
 
3. Ball toss: Stand in a circle, call one person’s name and toss them the ball, they do the same. When everyone has 
had the ball once older groups can try the next level. Without speaking try to toss the ball back the person who sent 
it to you repeating till the ball is back to the starter.  
 
4. snap clap pat. Everyone creates background rhythm with a clap of hands and a pat of hands on the lap, followed 
by a snap of fingers, left hand then right. On the left snap say your own name, on the right say the name of the 
person next to you. 
 
5. ABC: A my name is _______________, My husband/wife is _________________ and I like 
____________________: Vary that everyone does their real name rather than following the whole alphabet. 
 
6. Spider Web: Hold a ball of yarn. Hold the end, call the name of someone across from you and toss the ball 
without letting go of the end. When everyone has had at least one turn try going backward to unravel the spider web.
 
7. Candy! Have a bag of candy with small pieces and ask everyone to take “a few” but not eat yet. For each piece of 
candy they need to tell a fact about themselves. 
 
8. Clock Buddies: To be sure every student works with a variety of students over the year. Give each a paper with a 
clock face and go around the room and have a person sign by one time on the clock. When  you want a new level of 
discussion have them switch to ‘find their 2 o’clock buddy’ and rotate over the year. 
 
9. Never have I ever: Put up you name badge or place card. Each student announces 1 thing that they have never 
done using the phrase ‘Never have I ever….’ If you have done that thing you put down your card. The goal is to be 
the last one. 
 
10. What I learned. Near the end of the semester/year provide each with a piece of paper with a tic tac toe grid. They 
fill in 3 facts or theories they learned in the board. Now they ask people near them what they learned. If it’s different 
they add it to their board. When all 9 are filled they sit. The more insights they have the easier it is to fill. 
 
For any of these games the teacher can fill an empty spot or participate to ensure the game expands well. 
There are dozens more available. These are especially great for groups that need to discuss difficult or 
controversial topics over the course of the year as it builds trust and Camaraderie. 
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Bus Trip to  
MARCH FOR LIFE,  
Washington , D.C. 
January  
Please pray for all those going. 
Please also pray that ‘Pro-Choice ‘ 
Representatives will still be in 
Washington and hear the protestors. 

Gift Wrapping 
Fundraiser 
For Michaela Crowther, People to People Student 
Ambassador to Japan 
Does Christmas wrapping have you 
STRESSED?   OVERWHELMED by all the gifts 
to wrap?   
  

Are you WRAPPING 
IMPAIRED? 
Bring your gifts and let our friendly elves help 
you! For a donation, they'll do all your wrapping 
for you. We'll have the Christmas music on and 
the refreshments ready so come and relax while 
the elves do all the work!  
St. John the Baptist Pastoral Center 
Hubbard St. Ludlow 

Friday, December 17th   
8:00 p.m. - 12:00 midnight 
This night is for ADULTS ONLY - put the kids to 
bed and come on down with no worries about 
little ones giving away any secrets! 
  
  

Saturday, December 18th 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call 589-1470 for more info 
or to RSVP 
RSVP highly recommended  
but walk-ins welcome, too! 

Thank you! 
 
from WMCH to The Diocese of Springfield 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith: in 
particular Eileen Barone, Fr. Don Lapointe, 
Ginny Web and Matt Barone.  
 
On the first Sunday of Advent they held an 
afternoon of reflection for us at Holy Cross in 
Holyoke.  
 
It was a very special afternoon despite low 
turnout (maybe because of it!) We focused on 
what we can learn from the Holy Family as we 
pray our way through setting up our family 
Crèche. The children made wall hanging of the 
nativity scene while the adults reflected on both 
the personhood and parenthood of Mary and 
Joseph, the struggles and stigmas they faced, 
and the ones we face. We came away better 
able to seek humility.  
 
I especially appreciated Father’s insightful 
questions about homeschooling and in 
particular Catholic homeschooling. I feel like I, 
and our organization, have a new friend.  
 
They have an incredible store of lessons and 
ideas for days of reflection available for every 
age and for every size group. They are hoping 
to be invited to your parish to speak about our 
Baptismal call and being a missionary. 
 
We have offered them a booth at our 
conference but I hope you meet them before 
that! 
 
MB 
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New England Catholic Homeschool Conference—Speakers! 
 
Bios, pics and talk descriptions coming soon! 
 
 

 Fr. Henry Dorsch on developing a devotion to Christ in Adoration in our children. 
 

 New Homeschoolers workshop with Karen Ford of STCC and Write Guide and 
Patrice MacArthur of CatholicExchange.com and CatholicMom.com 
 

 Integrating Art and Art Appreciation throughout the curriculum, also with Patrice 
MacArthur 
 

 Steve and Katie O’Brien on integrating History in the curriculum and on discernment 
and decision making for the married homeschool couple. Dr. Steven O'Brien is an 
Instructor of Church History, American History and Government, Humanities 
Discussion Leader with Regina Coeli Academy. He and Katie work with Fr. Dan 
Becker at St. Thomas Aquinas in Warren, MA. 
 

 Sr. Christina Wegendt of the Daughters of St. Paul in Boston just took her final vows 
this year. She was homeschooled many years and is the children’s editor at Pauline 
Media publishing house. She will speak on Media Literacy for Parents and will speak 
to our High School students. 

Western Mass. Catholic Homeschoolers 
74 Pearl St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
nechc.wordpress.com 


