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We are devoted to Our Lord 
 in His Sacred Heart! 
 
Southwick First Friday: 
Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Southwick, Mass.  
Friday, March 4th, 2011  for Mass at 11 AM.  
Arrive at 10:45 am please. Bring a brownbag lunch. Karen 
Ford Readings/altar servers(301-6499),  
Christine Hebert(315-9999)  
Please note it will not yet be Lent!  
Last chance for Alleluia! 
 
 March 2011 Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI 
 
General Intention: That the nations of Latin America may 
walk in fidelity to the Gospel and be bountiful in social 
justice and peace. 
 
Missionary Intention: That the Holy Spirit may give light 
and strength to the Christian communities and the faithful 
who are persecuted or discriminated against because of 
the Gospel. 
 

On Fridays: 10 AM Moms Bible Study.  
We do not meet the week of First Friday call for 
location as we are rotating homes:  
Patrice 782-4093 

Happy Birthday 
March 
6th Rachel Wilcox  
7th Kiernan McManus 
13th Kelechi Ezeugwu  
 
And please welcome back the Ezegwu family! 
Unfortunately the situation in Nigeria did not 
allow them to stay but they enjoyed being with 
family.  
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Bethlehem House  
 
 
 Clothing is earned not gifted and must be logged 
in and out, so do not wrap. Used is fine if not 
stained. Just wash before bringing. Smoke Free 
clothing please. There are volunteer and 
fundraising opportunities. 
 Call Pam 527-2861  

 

St. Gerard and St. Joseph’s Corner: 
Please pray for those who are pregnant, 
adopting, fostering, selling or buying a 
home, suffering job loss, etc. 
 
Send names or initials:  
Congratulations to the Ryan family! 
Baby number six is here and healthy.  
 
Pray for Jen and Mike, Cheryl and Bob.  
 
Congratulations to Jack and Jane on 
becoming Grandparents! 

Prayer Chain: Always available!  
788-4342 

A Pro Life Rosary is prayed  every second 
Thursday for an end to Abortion and  for all 
babies and mothers visiting  Planned 
Parenthood that day.   
Meet at St. Michael’s Cathedral  at 10 AM to 
carpool  
to Planned Parenthood.  Return for 12:10 PM 
Mass. 
Contact Marilyn Stearns 567-6085. 

Blessing to your whole family this Lent! 
Ash Wednesday March 9th 

The Women’s Conference by the Diocese looks wonderful 
this year! Go to www.diospringfield.org/womensconf.html 
 for information and registration (or check your parish 
bulletin. ) 
Robin Sheehan and “We Believe” are Music Ministers for the 
Women on April 16, 2011. Speakers include Antoinette 
Bosco and Sr. Olga of the Eucharist. 
Cost is $30 per person if paid before March 30th. 
 
WMCH will have a booth promoting the New England 
Catholic Homeschool Conference. 
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              Western Massachusetts Catholic Homeschoolers  
                                    Statement of Purpose 
 
Our families come together in order to support each other, as obedient Roman Catholics, and to bring the Catholic way 
of life to greater fruition and brilliance in our homes. 
We have as our foundation, and the guiding principle of all our activities, fidelity to the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, especially to our pope, Benedict XVI, Vicar of Christ.  
Thus we affirm the Magisterium on contraception and other life issues as central to our mission as families. As 
emphasized in the Second Vatican Council, we parents have a most solemn obligation to educate our offspring. 
Therefore we are the primary educators of our children. As lay faithful, we are dedicated to promoting home education 
among Catholic families and to support those families who are engaged in providing their children’s primary 
education at home. 
To receive our newsletter please email nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org 
we also have a Facebook Page and a Yahoo Email loop—we are trying to move all email addresses here please! Go to 
Yahoo Groups and search New England Catholic Homeschooler. 
 
 
 
To submit an article for publication please contact Mary Brazeau 74 Pearl St. Holyoke, MA 01040 (413) 533-0045 or send to 
nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org 
 

The Priest’s Corner-  
Lord Bless those ordained so that we might have access to the Sacraments! 
Pope Benedict XVI has declared a Year of the Priest to inspire the search for spiritual 
perfection in our priests. 
 
Please send us the name of priests in need of prayer: your pastor, confessor, relative, a missionary you support. And include 
seminarians! By email: nechc@ourladyqueenofsaints.org 
 
We begin of course with our Bishop Timothy McDonnell and retired Bishop Joseph F. Maguire. 
Fr. Victor Carrier, the pastor of Holy Cross in Springfield (Perkins and Henle families)  passed away suddenly last week. Please 
pray for all who mourne him. Towsley's attend St. Stan's, and I think the Kelly's do as well.  Priests at St. Stan's are Fr. Michael 
Zielke, Fr. Mieczyslaw Wit, Fr. Marek Stybor, Fr. Pedro De Oliveira, Fr. Noel Danielewicz,  Fr. Bill Tourigny is 
at Ste. Rose in Chicopee Fr. Robert Gentile to be prayed for this year. And Fr. Reandeau 
Fr. Henry Dorsch is at Our Lady of the Lake in Southwick  Mary has a brother Fr. James F. Murphy CSB in Toronto. 
Laverdiere’s and Brazeau’s are at Holy Cross Holyoke with Fr. Roland Galipeau, Fr. Francis X. Sullivan (retired) and seminarian 
Matt Guidi. As well as Fr. Alex et al at Mater Dolorosa. 
 
Please remember all the priest helping parishes that are closing, merging or bringing in parishioners whose parish closed. 
Fr. Marek was very excited to hear that we were beginning prayer for our  priests! 
And let’s not forget: From the Diocesan website: 
 
Currently, there are 61 active Deacons serving in our diocese. We have 13 aspirants who started their 2nd year in Formation this 
past August and God willing, will be ordained in May of 2011. We are also in the final stages of accepting members for the Class of 
2013. 
 
Also Gabriella Dufresne is working with Fr Gary Daily to cover the cost to send TWO seminarians with a Priest to the summer 
Conference at Steubenville each June. Send Contributions ( as small as $1) to 
 26 Gilbert St West Springfield, MA 01089 
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Katie O’Brien is a native of Braintree, Massachusetts and is a graduate of Bridgewater State College, 
where she majored in history and secondary education.   From 1989- 1996 she taught at St. Mary’s 
School in West Quincy, Massachusetts, St. Mary’s School in Altoona, Pennsylvania, and Holy Family 
School in Rockland.  Since 1996 she has been a homeschooling mom with four students: Margaret 14, 
Patrick 12, Brendan 11, and Stevie 8.  Katie also oversees the high school program at St. Thomas 
Aquinas School in West Warren, Massachusetts. 
 
 
Steve O’Brien is a native of Malden, Massachusetts and is a graduate of Bridgewater State College.  He 
holds an M.A. in history from Pennsylvania State University and a Ph.D.  in history from Boston College.  
He is a homeschooling dad and a visiting lecturer at Bridgewater State University.   He also teaches 
Church History, Western Civilization, American History, American Government and a seminar in 
Historiography and Research for Regina Coeli online Academy.  For some years Dr. O’Brien has written 
the Biography articles for The Latin Mass Magazine and is the author of Blackrobe in Blue: The Naval 
Chaplaincy of John P. Foley, S.J.  
 
The O’Brien family are members of St. Paul’s parish in Warren, Massachusetts and every year participate 
in the National History Day competition.  They are all members of Celtic Thunder Pipes and Drums 
 
 
 
Talk one: 
Fact vs. Friction: Retrieving Catholic History in the Homeschool Arena 
 
It is no secret that the teaching of history in various school systems is marred by pervasive negative 
stereotypes of Catholic historical characters and the history of the Church.  In contrast, homeschooling 
parents are in a position to present a more honest evaluation of the past.  Dr. O’Brien discusses his 
methods for teaching history in the homeschooling context and how parents can help infuse a sense of 
Catholic culture and tradition in their students. 

Talk two: 
Details coming but it will focus on the homeschool discernment process within the context of a Catholic 
Marriage. 

NECHC 
 is proud to tell you 

about two of our 
speakers  

June 25th. 
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A Lenten Purge    by Patrice Fagnant-MacArthur 
 
This Lent, my family is embarking on a different type of sacrifice. I had heard of the 40 bags in 40 days challenge last year, but quickly dismissed it. 
In fact, I read about it again this year on Fat Tuesday and dismissed it again. Anyone who knows me or has visited my house knows that 
housekeeping is not my strong point. Neither is neatness. I had the desk in elementary school that was overflowing with papers. My locker in high 
school was a health hazard. I once had to explain to a boss that even though my desk looked like a tornado hit it, I knew where everything was and 
did, in fact, have every task under control. Anyone else see a theme here? My house is much the same. It's not that I don't like neat places. In fact, 
when I go to clean, neat houses, I feel a small pang of jealousy. Truly, though, I don't know how to live that way. I need visual reminders of what I 
need to do. If it is out of my sight, it is truly out of my mind. My husband and two children are much the same. We all have the messy gene. 
Therefore, we coexist rather peacefully. However, the simple truth is that we have too much stuff and some of it needs to go. 
 
The point of 40 bags in 40 days is to get rid of 40 bags of stuff out of your house during Lent. Of course, donated items count as well. As I was 
looking around my house on Ash Wednesday, I had the sudden feeling that this was something I desperately needed to do. I grabbed a couple of 
trash bags and explained the concept to my children. I expected a great deal of resistance, especially from my older son who likes to keep everything 
that crosses his path. Amazingly, they got into the project. That first day, we cleared two bags of items out of their playroom. I was so excited! The 
project was off to a great start. The next day, I started tackling the kitchen, and my husband started on our bedroom closet (despite the fact that he 
hates disposing of items as well). 
 
The beauty of doing one bag a day is that it is doable. One of the things that paralyzes me when facing the clutter is that there is so much of it. I can't 
do it all at one time, not even one room. Yet, I can do one bag. When I have filled up one bag, I feel like I have accomplished my goal for the day. I 
cross it off on my things to do list and up the total of bags completed.  
 
Truly, I don't know if we will be able to fill 40 bags or not. As of this writing, we are at seven. Still, I am excited and happy with the progress so far. 
Admittedly, most of the items cleaned out so far have been in cabinets and closets. Looking around my house, no one would see much of a 
difference. Still, I know that it is getting done. I'm giving away as much as I can so that I am helping others as well as cleaning my home.  
 
Lent calls us to strip away all that is keeping us from God. Too much stuff can definitely be part of the problem. Lent is a good time to physically 
remove some of the things that we don't need any more. I'm embracing this Lenten project with enthusiasm and wonder where removing 40 bags of 
excess will leave me. Like so many other things in my life, it is a work in progress.     

Review by Christine Hebert 
 
Aaron Ajax is a sixth grader who has not had much change in his life.  He has had the same best friend since the first day of kindergarten.  He has 
never moved.  There has been no hardship or uncertainty.  That all changes when his father loses his job as a local radio personality and the family is 
faced with moving from their hometown in Montana to Bismarck, North Dakota.  Aaron has a difficult time dealing with these changes. Dear Good, 
I don’t get it! takes us inside Aaron’s head as he tries to understand why God is not answering his prayers the way he would like. 
 
 Not only is Aaron angry with God about the move, but he has preformed opinions of the area to where his family is moving:  “I opened my eyes to 
see a lady in the car next to me blowing her nose.  ‘What am I doing   sleeping with my face smashed against the car window?’  I wondered.  My 
mind was in a groggy, just-woke-up fog.  It took only seconds for me to remember the awful truth  – we were leaving Montana and headed to a place 
I had thus far only heard about in jokes.” 
 
 Aaron fears he will be unable to make friends.  The first person his age that he sees is a girl who pelts him with a snowball and the first boy he meets 
is openly hostile — all this before he even starts school.  He is jealous of his younger brother Luke’s ability to make friends easily wherever he goes.  
When he does start school, he discovers that the hostile boy, Josh, is in his class and worries that will Josh influence the other kids against him. 
 
 He begins daydreaming about being a hero and his attempts to make this happen lead to a series of misadventures — including recruiting his little 
brother to pretend he has locked himself in the bathroom so that he can be “rescued.”  When Aaron finally has to explain everything to his parents, 
his father tells him, “Real heroes don’t cause problems and then act like they saved the day.  It is dishonest.” 
 
 Things turn around for Aaron when he stops trying to make things happen and begins to rely on God.  He prays for forgiveness for the dishonest 
things he did and asks God to help him to put God first.  Once he realizes that he should just be himself, things get better.  He risks losing his new 
friends by doing what is right instead of what is easy, and he winds up helping the class troublemaker to fit in and become” just one of the guys.”  
This, along with another surprise chance to be a real hero, shows Aaron that God is still on his side — even in North Dakota. 
 
 There are vocabulary words and thought-provoking questions for each chapter located in the back of the book.  The only thing I would have done 
differently would have been to place the questions and vocabulary for each chapter at the end of each chapter, instead.  An advanced third-grade 
reader would have no difficulty with this book, and it would be appropriate for children through sixth grade.I will be using this book in my home 
school to help my son understand to trust God always, even in difficult circumstances. But this book is useful for parents who are not homeschooling 
also, to open up communication about the prayer lives of their children. 
 
 Patti Maguire Armstrong does a great job exploring Aaron’s feelings as he goes through these changes,  skillfully demonstrating that children often 
have the same difficulties in their faith lives as adults, and that they may feel alone and unable to express these feelings.  As a mother of ten children, 
two girls and eight boys, including two adopted AIDS orphans from Africa, she has a great deal of experience dealing with children’s emotions.  Her 
husband Mark was a broadcast journalist for many years and she draws on this for the father’s job in Dear God, I don’t get i! She has co-authored the 
Catholic Amazing Grace book series and is often featured on Catholic Exchange.  Her website is raisingcatholickids.com. 
 
 Freelance commercial artist Shannon Wirrenga illustrated the book in a style reminiscent of the Beverly Cleary books — a style very appropriate for 
this story of a boy’s blunders and recovery.  Her cover art captures the frustration that Aaron was feeling when he was leaving his home in Montana 
to move to North Dakota.  Wirrenga also illustrated The Little Cloud by M.G. Maher and Chicago Bob by Scott Eide.  A resident of Bismarck, North 
Dakota, she seeks to serve God through her artwork and is the coordinator of Artists Celebrating Christ (March 18-21 at the Benedictine Center at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck).   You can learn more about her at http://www.shannonsartroom.com.  
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WMH  

HOMESCHOOL BOWLING 
Usually 2nd Friday of the month:  12:00 - 2:00 PM  
AMF-Airway Lanes, 1387 Liberty St., Springfield Plaza Dates: see website 
$7 (includes shoes rental) for 2 hours of open bowling. 
Coordinator: Denise Houle  
Directions: Take I-91 to Rt 291, Exit 4 (St.James Ave"). Go straight off the ramp and onto St. James Ave.  The Springfield Plaza is on the left 
,about a mile. For online directions:  http://snipurl.com/bowling_SpfdPlaza 

HOMESCHOOL ROLLERSKATING  
    DATES: see website 
    TIMES: 10 am 12 pm  
    Interskate 91, 2043 Boston Rd/Rt 20, Wilbraham  
    $3.50 admission, $4 skates (if needed). Max $10 per family   Non-skaters free. Lots of fun, fellowship AND exercise! Always Christian 
music! Giant playscape ($3) for little ones or those who prefer climbing. No outside food please.  
Coordinator: Lisa Marie Mikkola        www.interskate91.com  
 
Monthly Support with Western Mass Homeschoolers-for EVERYONE! (Christian, welcoming)  
Location:    
Orchard Covenant Church 
95 Berkshire Street 
Indian Orchard, MA 01151 TIME:  6 - 8:30 pm on the second Thursday Doors open at 6:00 PM  
Lending Library is open from 6 - 7:30 pm for loans and returns. 
 

The 15th Annual Homeschool Science Fair  
a BIG Thank you to - Dina Trimboli, who volunteered to coordinate this year's Science Fair!!!!! 
  

16th Annual WMH Science Fair 
New Date! Tuesday May 2, 2011 
Agawam Jr High School 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

  
Watch News & Notes for more details. 
 
Benefit Fundraiser for 
People to People  
Ambassador to JAPAN 
Michaela Crowther 
  
MARCH 5, 2011 
 Buffet Dinner & Cabaret 
 Family‐friendly 
 Featuring: 
Friends from Exit 7 
  
$20 Per Person 
For Tickets Call:  413-589-1470  
Cocktail Hour Begins at 5:00 pm 
Dinner and Show to follow 
WHERE:  St. John the Baptist Pastoral Center 
ADDRESS:  Hubbard St. Ludlow 
Raffles  

 

 Great Reason to Join WMH as well: 
 

 Read to Succeed is a free educational program 
sponsored by Six Flags to inspire kids in grades K through 6 to 
engage in recreational reading. Students who complete six 
hours of recreational, nonschool-related reading are eligible 
to earn a free admission ticket to a participating Six Flags 
theme park. Teachers whose classes participate and complete 
the program are also eligible to earn a free ticket. 
  
SIGN UPS BEGIN THIS WEEK.   
January 26th. 
It's that time of year again!  Jessica Berchin has just announced 
the start of sign ups for this year's Six Flags Read To Succeed 
Program. 
 
  
Parents/teachers will need to register themselves on the site 
which is  
The teacher registration does not open until January 26th. The 
deadline for reading log submissions is March 4th. 
  
  
 
 Great email updates to those that register at 
wmahomeschoolers.org  
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NEW ENGLAND CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE 
JUNE 25, 2011 9:00 AM TO 4:30PM 

ST. STANISLAUS SCHOOL 
CHICOPEE, MA 

SPONSORED BY WESTERN MASS. CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOLERS 
NECHC.WORDPRESS.COM 

 
 

PLEASE REGISTER BY APRIL 5TH TO BE CONSIDERED A VOLUNTEER! 
COSTS BEFORE MAY 5TH: 
1ST PERSON $35, COUPLE $40,  
ADD A GRANDPARENT FOR $10 (NON- HOMESCHOOLING) 
ADD YOUR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT VOLUNTEERS FOR FREE  
BUT PARENT MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE AND RESPONSIBLE 
NURSING BABIES WELCOME AND FREE! 
  
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION: 
NAME:____________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:__________________________________ 
 
               __________________________________ 
 
               __________________________________ 
 
PHONE: ___________________________________ 
 
EMAIL:_____________________________________ 
 
WEB SITE: _____________________________________ 
 
NURSING BABY (Y/N):__________ 
 
ATTENDING WITH SPOUSE:______________________________ 
 
            OR GRANDPARENT: __________________________ 
 
CHECK CAN BE MADE PAYABLE TO WMCH. 
MAIL TO: 36 ARLMONT ST CHICOPEE, MA 01013 
 
QUESTIONS? CALL MARY BRAZEAU 413-533-0045 OR CHRISTINE HEBERT AT 413-315-9999 
  
COFFEE, BEVERAGES AND BREAKFAST AND/OR EVENING SNACK WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE FOR SET UP AND 
CLEAN UP CREWS. VOLUNTEERS MUST WHERE IDENTIFICATION THROUGHOUT CONFERENCE. WE WILL NEED A 
LARGE CREW FROM 6AM TO 9AM HELPING VENDORS SET UP QUICKLY—NO FRIDAY SET UP! WE WILL NEED 
PEOPLE AT THE REGISTRATION BOOTH, CHECKING ON VENDORS, NURSING BABY ROOM, SPEAKERS, 
BATHROOMS, ETC. WE WILL NEED A LARGE CLEAN UP CREW FROM  4:30 - ? PM. WE NEED OUR TEENS TO 
PROVIDE THE MUSIC AND SERVICE AT 6PM MASS 
 
NB- ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE HTTP://NECHC.EVENTBRITE.COM/ 
 
ANSWERING OUR BAPTISMAL VOWS! ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, PRAY FOR US! 
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2011 New England Catholic Homeschool Conference! 
 
On line Registration are now up at nechc.eventbrite.com   
 
Vendors Confirmed: 
 
LPH Resource Center  
Morning Star Catholic Books/ 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Nancy Larson Science 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 
MercySong 
St. Benedict Center 
Franciscans of the Immaculate 
Teaching Textbooks 
Traveling Rosaries 
HSLDA 
Coalition for Marriage and Family  (And Seton And Kolbe are at 99%) 

I had a great opportunity to be a guest at a fundraiser for Community Resources For People With 
Autism. (www.communityresourcesforautism.org) A friend is retired from her second career, a Speech 
Pathologist. She introduced me to the first child with autism that she worked with on speech starting at 
age 3. Now a lively 18 year old young woman, she was the hit of the evening. In fact last year she was 
the Key Note Speaker.  
 
At Westfield State we are beginning to look at this and related neurological disorders. The more we 
learn about the brain the most we know: autism is global; autism is not new; autism is 4 times more 
prevalent in boys. Because it affects communication, relationships, and sensory response in the crucial 
early learning years parents must be quick to get accurate diagnosis and appropriate help.  
 
At last year’s homeschool conference Allison Gingras had wonderful words of advise. Her talk is still 
available to listen to at http://nechc.wordpress.com/2010-nechc/2010-talks/ 
Most important is that God gave you this child because you are the right person for the job. 
Homeschooling is being the advocate for the child but is not doing it all! 
 
The following symptoms and behaviors may be seen in a young child with autism HOWEVER others 
issues may be present such as processing disorders or hearing problems that are treated differently. 
 

 Does not respond when you call.  
 Makes no eye contact.  
 No spontaneous speech.  
 No pretend play.  
 Does not point at objects or look when you do. 
 Does not imitate you. 
 Dislike of hugging or touching. 
 Difficulty expressing needs. 
 Stacking or lining up toys without imaginative play. 
 Apparently insensitive to pain. 
 Parallel play—plays near but not with others. (Always as opposed to only during the appropriate 

developmental stages.) 
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Western Mass. Catholic Homeschoolers 
74 Pearl St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
nechc.wordpress.com 

Ash Wednesday, March 9th: Fast and Abstinence. 


